September 1978


User
Typewritten Text
TAC Attack

User
Typewritten Text
September 1978

User
Typewritten Text

User
Typewritten Text





birdstrikes the problem


User
Typewritten Text
birdstrikes the problem

User
Typewritten Text














...interest items,
mishaps with
morals, for the
TAC aircrewman

Hawk gets Dragonfly

Two A-37s were flying a ground attack
mission on a published low-level route when
number two received a bird strike. The pilot saw
what appeared to be a hawk just prior to impact
and was unable to avoid it. The bird was
performing its  “last-ditch” falling maneuver,
with wings folded, in an attempt to avoid the
Dragonfly. Impacting the left front inverter door,
the bird slid up the aircraft’'s nose and
windscreen, and over the top of the canopy. The
nose doors were dented and slight damage was
sustained by the windscreen bulkhead.

If you are wearing a helmet that isn't equipped
with a dual visor and you fly a lot of low-level
missions, you might consider switching. That
extra piece of plastic gives quite a bit of protec-
tion. If you have a dual visor, use both of them
when flying day low-levels -- it may save you
from getting the beak.
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Close call

| was performing visual reconnaissance over a
highly congested enemy area. We had just come
out of a hard left turn and were beginning to
jink to the right at approximately 1,000 feet and
400 knots when | felt a thump and heard a loud
continuing howl. My immediate thought was
that we had taken a hit because of known enemy
activity in the area. | looked over my right
shoulder and saw a hole in my canopy about 18
inches behind my head about a foot-and-a-half
square. About that time | heard my backseater
shout, “Let’'s get the hell out of here,” which
confirmed in my mind that we had, indeed,
taken a hit. | then started climbing toward the
nearest friendly base. While | was doing that, |
looked over my left shoulder and could see
blood and gore splattered on the aft side of the
canopy. | began to shout at my backseater, ask-
ing him if he was OK. He couldn’t hear me be-
cause of the noise. So, for about 15-20 seconds
| was sure he was back there bleeding to death.
After what seemed an eternity, | attained enough
altitude to be safe from ground fire and slowed
the aircraft to 250 knots; then my backseater
was able to hear me and advised that he was all
right. Not a scratch as far as -he could tell. |
asked him to look over the back of my seat, and
he thought it looked OK. It was here he told me
about the feathers. We flew the 150 miles at
250 knots and requested that egress personnel
meet us when we landed. The landing was
uneventful except for a split flap condition
which corrected itself when only half flaps were
used. In the dearming area, | handed the egress
specialist the seat pins through the hole in the
canopy made by the bird. My backseater exited
the aircraft. After some discussion with the
egress people, who by this time had replaced
the interlock block knocked out by the bird, |
gingerly opened the canopy. Nothing happened
except that the canopy opened normally, so |
unstrapped and stepped out. | could then see
the actual size of the hole was more like four
and one-half feet square. We had no real diffi-
culty except for the noise and uncertainty right
after the strike. But it was a very close thing, 18
inches either way ....
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Fou my nert move. ..

The Photo Phantom was flying as number two
on a two-ship, low-level training mission. While
at 1,000 feet AGL and 480 knots, the pilot ob-
served a bird at his 12 o'clock position. The jock
lowered his head and made a 5 "G” pull-up in
an effort to avoid the feathered foe. In less than
one-half a second, the bird impacted the right
quarter panel of the windscreen and entered the
cockpit spraying the left quarter panel with
remains, causing the center windscreen to shat-
ter and become translucent, and striking the
pilot in the right shoulder.

The pilot began a climb, informed lead, and
declared an emergency. During the return to
base, the pilot could only communicate with the
WSO using the side tone of the UHF because of
the high noise level. Fuel was reduced, and the
pilot made a perfect landing while looking
through the area of the broken right quarter
panel.

Keep those visors down, and be alert for birds
along your route of flight. If you see any large
flocks of birds on low-level routes, on ranges,
etc.. give a call to the SOF so he can get the
word to the other jocks who will be flying in the
same area. It could save a buddy of yours from
one of those “"moments of stark terror.”

Splat!!!

For you nonbelievers who still don’t pull your
visors down when tooling around at low altitude,
we'll guote one of the many birdstrike reports
that daily drift through our basket: “On climb-
out at 350 knots and 400 feet, a loud bang was
heard and something hit the pilot in the face
and arms. A hole approximately 6 inches in
diameter was noted in the upper corner of the
right windscreen side panel. Bird remains
(species unknown) and plexiglass were scattered
throughout the front cockpit. The pilot received
minor scratches on his left wrist. Fortunately, his
helmet visor was down and he suffered no
damage to his face.”

TAC ATTACK

Recce wbdnes Buggard

The flight of two recce types turned onto
initial and ended up eyeball-to-eyeball with an
equal number of buzzards. One brave buzzard
objected violently to sharing his hunting
grounds (and girl friend?) with the encroaching
RFs, and attacked. He put on a pretty impressive
show before being subdued by an obviously su-
perior force.

The iron bird suffered a large leading edge
dent, aggravated by a bulge on top of the wing.
Also, slight damage to the leading edge ribs,
skin torn on both ribs, and a broken forward
leading edge upper stringer. It took about 96
hours to glue it back together. As for the
feathered bird, don't know how long it will take
his maintenance troops to put him back in fight-
ing shape. But when he is ... with his experience,
he'll really be mean the next time. Watch out for
a slightly bowed buzzard who's trying to even up
the score.












User
Typewritten Text
south for the winter

User
Typewritten Text

User
Typewritten Text











L g PINN e

st ....\ﬁv.ufﬂf.f







birds and the


User
Typewritten Text
birds and the

User
Typewritten Text

User
Typewritten Text


A
4

7

e b il
Uil ‘NW ,/ﬁ
e

Ld K

i

/ [ ‘f ‘1
i

Sufety wnd Shelen

Safety and shelter can be considered together.
Many birds appear to feel safe on the open
runway where no marauder can stalk them
unobserved. At coastal airports., gulls are prone
to roosting on the runway or surrounding areas
during storms at sea. Birds also seek shelter in
hangars and the nooks of other buildings, while
some find sufficient shelter by roosting in trees
or shrubbery on the airport.
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Birds, such as Starlings, House Sparrows, and
swallows, sometimes nest in or about buildings
on an airport. Bank swallows have been known
to establish a nesting colony in a sandbank,
either a natural one or at excavation sites.
Pheasants are attracted to nest in dense growth
of weeds or grass, but have not been identified
as a significant problem on airports. Other
species of birds may also nest in trees, shrubs,
or other vegetation on airports.
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BIRDS AND THE AIRDROME

Birds moving near an airport may find the
airport surface to be a convenient place to relax.
Most airports are free of Predators, ground
traffic, and other things which disturb birds.
They seem to adapt easily to aircraft and
associated noise. However, since resting birds
seem to attract even more birds, and the move-

ment of a flock of birds is highly unpredict-
able -- a hazard usually results.

%WW’L ; Eom It's obvious that the birds are here to stay, and

. that the only effective means of controlling birds

Some airports are on the major migration around the airport is to eliminate the attractions.
routes of various species of birds. The airportscan This involves an analysis of the total environ-
provide a resting place for the birds, but the ment around the airport. Once this analysis has
inherent conflict between the concentrated air- been done, methods aimed at reducing the bird
craft and large numbers of birds presents a sig- hazard can be undertaken. Some means of
nificant problem. Migration is discussed com- modifying the environment are covered in “Bird
pletely in a separate article in this issue. Control At Airports” on page 22. >
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